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appearances will immediately strike one as similar to tbe changes often observed 
in coxalgia, and were accomplished by the progressive absorption of old bone 
and the deposit of new ossific material. There were no evidences of caries or 
necrosis. Absorption was more active than the reparative process, as the new 
deposits seen about the margin of the acetabulum and the head of the femur 
were of a light porous character, it being possible to compress many of the 
little nodules between the thumb and forefinger. External to the acetabulum, 
although the form of the pelvis had been preserved, the bone had become so 
thinned and porous by absorption, as to admit rays of light to readily pass 
through the minute intervals from one surface to the other. The neck of the 
femur appears, at first sight, shortened. On comparison with its fellow this 
was found not to be the case. The head of the femur was flattened and 
fissured, its margins irregular and expanded by the deposition of new material. 

The cause of gangrene in this case was a little obscure. It will be observed 
that it did not display itself in the parts where we should have more naturally 
expected, either in the wound itself or the thigh, but in the back and gluteal 
region. It could not have resulted from loss of blood, for the hemorrhage 
during the operation was trifling, the two large branches of the profunda 
being ligated as soon as divided. 

It is more probable that death resulted from the prostration of the nervous 
centres connected with the operation, although this is difficult to concede, for 
the patient was remarkably comfortable, considering the severity of the case, 
up to the day preceding his death. 


Art. VIII.— Cupping the Interior of the Uterus. By HoRATTC) R. Storer, 

M. D. (Read before the Boston Society for Medical Observation, Oct. 19, 
1857.) 

Case I.— Catharine-, of Roxbury, aged thirty, and unmarried, applied 

for treatment at the Eustis Street Dispensary, February 2, 1857. 

Catamenia reported as entirely absent for seventeen years; having com¬ 
menced at twelve, continued regular for one year, and then on her taking 
cold, permanently ceased. A general leprous eruption, which immediately 
followed this suppression, has been constantly present since, disfiguring the 
patient and otherwise causing her much discomfort. 

Somewhat dyspeptic and anaemic; costiveness; addicted to headache, flatu¬ 
lence, nausea. Old ulceration of tonsils. Vaginal leucorrhcea. 

She was at first mainly treated for the disease of the skin. The diet was 
carefully regulated and the bowels kept moderately open. Iodide of sulphur 
was used locally, Fowler’s solution by mouth till specific effect; in vain. 

The protoiodide of mercury was then given, though all syphilitic taint had 
been denied. It was pushed till great irritability of the bowels was produced, 
though it had been combined with an opiate; patient not improved. The 
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mercurial was subsequently resumed and continued till April 1, when the 
gums were sore. It was then stopped, and the arsenic again commenced. 

In the mean time, the catamenial disturbance had not been lost sight of. 
There was never present any decided menstrual molimen; it was therefore 
impossible, save empirically, to time the attempts at assisting nature. There 
was, it is true, pain in the head and back, but irregular and uncertain, while 
the leucorrhcea presented no monthly or periodic increase. 

On March 14, alteratives and tonics having been given for six weeks, with 
aloetic purgatives, hot hip-baths, &c. &c., from time to time, without benefit 
either to skin or uterine system, a vaginal examination was made. The 
abdomen had been previously ascertained to be free from enlargement or 
tenderness. The uterus was found depressed and slightly retroverted; its 
cervix elongated, but of small diameter; os almost impervious. The sound 
entered with difficulty about two inches. 

Sinapisms to the breasts were now ordered, in addition to and with the 
emmenagogues already employed. 

March 19. No effect produced, other than that patient has so well tested 
the mustard as to have blistered both breasts. These abrasions were treated 
by collodion. 

April 1. A succession of flexible metallic bougies, an eighth to a fourth of 
an inch in diameter, were passed through the cervix uteri. 

4th. A galvanic stem-pessary, an eighth of an inch in diameter, introduced 
into the cavity of the uterus. 

12th. Pessary still worn. Patient cupped at and below sacrum. 

May 8. No effect having been produced, the intra-uterine air-pump here¬ 
after to be described was applied, and by it §ss of blood drawn from the in¬ 
terior of the uterus. This was early in the morning; the discharge continued 
throughout that day and night. 

June 6. Patient reports herself as in all respects better. Air-pump again 
applied, and flow again produced ; this time more readily than at first. 

When last seen, early in July, the patient had still further improved in 
general health and spirits, while her skin had begun to assume a more natural 
hue and feel. 

In this woman the cutaneous affection not merely accompanied, but was 
apparently consequent upon the suppression of the catamenia. Such being 
the case, its obstinacy, equal in intensity and duration to that of the original 
disturbance, is explained. 

In the treatment of the case, from the outset, I was aided by my friend 
Dr. Hayward, of Roxbury. 

Case II.—Margaret-, aged twenty-five, from Winchester, entered the 

Lying-in Hospital, under my charge, October 10, 1856. 

Patient unmarried. Catamenia never appeared till her twenty-first year; 
discharge always very scanty, ceasing and reappearing at intervals during one 
or two days, and always attended with excessive local pain, which continued 
throughout the period. Recurrence of menses irregular, frequently passing 
five or six weeks, as is at present the case. 

Dyspeptic, anaemic, hysterical; for which general treatment, hydrocyanic 
acid, cannabis indica, &e. &c. 

Upon examination, some tenderness of abdomen, which was retracted. To 
the touch, the os seemed almost impervious; cervix somewhat elongated; 
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uterus depressed. For this a ring pessary had formerly been introduced, 
with some relief. Ordered aloes, hot hip-bath, sinapisms to breasts. 

October 12. No appearance of menses. Uterine sound introduced two 
inches, and followed by smallest sized galvanic stem-pessary. 

The next morning the menstrual discharge was established, not very abund¬ 
antly, but comparatively more so than ever before, and with very much less 
pain. It continued for two days. 

2'2d. To-day a series of four metallic bougies passed; all, even the largest, 
with ease. 

November 15. Bougies repeated. Yesterday and the day previous, galvanic 
pessary. To-day menstruates as before, and almost without pain. 

The flow continued two days; and then, on November 17, patient discharged 
from the hospital, much relieved. 

In the spring of the present year, I was again consulted by this patient 
The improvement above noted had continued for some time, and had then 
yielded to a recurrence of all the former distress. I therefore applied the 
air-pump, the menses being overdue, and produced a free sanguineous dis¬ 
charge. This was several times repeated, at the proper intervals, in July for 
the last time, always with relief to the usual symptoms, and apparently with 
permanent benefit to the general health. 

The cases reported were instances of amenorrhoea—the one partial, the 
other total; and in both organic, for in both the uterus was found undersized 
and undeveloped. In neither, however, was there any obstacle to the flow 
had free excretion from the uterine tissue existed, for though the os in both 
cases was extremely small, yet in neither did it offer any decided resistance 
to the passage of bougie or uterine sound. In one the catamenia had appeared 
very early, in the other very late. In one the suppression had been almost 
immediate and total; in the other incomplete, but constant and accompanied 
by intense dysmenorrhoea, apparently not obstructive as ordinarily defined, 
but congestive in its character. They may each require an extension of the 
treatment, but its immediate and decided effect for good, both on the uterine 
system and general health, give hope that the improvement may prove per¬ 
manent. 

It will be noticed that the remedies most frequent or most powerful had 
been faithfully but vainly tried. The fact that I avoided others that might 
be mentioned, ergot, galvanism, vaginal leeching, and the like, was in part 
owing to experience of their ineflicacy, and in part to desire for testing the 
mode of treatment now described. 

The operation, bold as it is novel, of producing hemorrhage from the uterus 
by actually cupping its internal walls, was conceived and apparently first 
practised by Prof. Simpson, of Edinburgh, and I am not aware that it has 
as yet, by himself or by another, been made public or described. It seems 
philosophically based, and the only questions to be settled are those of its 
safety and success. To these, answers in part at least are found in the cases 
now reported, whose progress, communicated to them at the time, has already 
afforded matter of interest to several members of the profession. 

The instrument used, identical save in coupling, with one made for me at 
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Edinburgh, in 1854, and now also exhibited, is from the hands of Messrs. 
Codman & Co., of Tremont Street. 

Its construction is sufficiently simple. An air-pump, small but powerful, 
and a perforated tube, itself of sufficient calibre to contain several drachms of 
blood, yet not too large to enter the os and cervix uteri; its orifices of a size 
to escape easy clogging with mucus or clots of blood, and yet too small for 
extensive laceration or hernia of the mucous coat, and its axis curved to 
correspond with those of the uterus and vagina. Its passing to a sufficient 
depth within the uterine cavity is insured, its entering too far is prevented, by 
a ring of gutta percha, bevelled above for more perfect closure of the os, and 
adaptable to any case by remoulding. The exact position of this ring is to be 
determined by previous careful use of the uterine sound. Like that of the 
intra-uterine pessary, the point of the stem should almost, but not quite, reach 
the fundus uteri. By this precaution danger is avoided, and a much more 
thorough effect rendered probable. 

To the manner of coupling 1 am inclined to attach some importance. In 
the Edinburgh instrument, the pump is screwed to the upper portion of the 
lower tube, while in the other I have joined them by caoutchouc pipe. The 
liability of a screw-thread to become worn, and the less chance of violence in 
ease the piston should play stiffly, if the coupling, while perfectly tight and 
fitting, were yet elastic and flexible, occasioned this modification. 

I have used the cup in other cases than those reported, in every instance 
with the effect of inducing the sanguineous discharge, and I have never seen 
from it any permanently disagreeable result. Its power upon the nervous 
system is, however, at times so decided that its use should be with care. In 
one case, where the introduction of the instrument had been painless, the first 
play of the piston occasioned instant and alarmingly profound syncope. 

To the microscopist, this instrument might frequently prove of use, by 
affording an easy means of procuring healthy or diseased secretions directly 
from the cavity of the uterus. 

Whether in practice the cup will be found to answer any other indication 
than that for amenorrhoea already instanced, as for relieving ordinary con¬ 
gestive and inflammatory attacks, either of the uterus itself, Fallopian tubes, 
or ovaries, remains yet to be seen. 


Akt. IX .—Rupture of the Trachea , from a fall. Communicated by John 
L. Atlee, Jr., M. D., of Lancaster, Pa. 

On the 22d of July, 1856, a boy, four years of age, the son of J. W., a 
resident of Lancaster, in running across the street, tripped at the curb-stone 
and fell, striking his neck with force against the scraper at the side of the 



